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President of the Senate 2018
Providence Andrews  43
Alexis Bass  66
Jarrod Knapper  34
Hayley Whittington  106
Megan Wu   79

Speaker of the House 2018
Kyle Madura  118
Gatlin Miller   104
Indraneel Pai  178
Andrew Prozorovsky  122
Jackson Stubblefield  93

Exec. Dir. of the Lobbyists 2017
Simran Bhagat  46
Philip Scarim  76
Sarah Wolleson  27

2018 Election Results
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Students were interviewed 
and surveyed about what their 
opinions were on the attempt 
of passing a bill about lowering 
the drinking age from twen-
ty-one to eighteen. The feed-
back was heavily weighted on 
the side of lowering the age.

Sigga Olafsson, a representa-
tive from Metea Valley, says, “I 

Scarim to lead lobbyists through change
by PAOLINA MARLO

Sesser-Valier

Philip Scarim of Stagg High 
School is our 2018 Executive 
Director of the Lobbyists. He 
feels he can use his people 
skills to help make the transi-
tion into the new lobbyist pro-
gram a smooth one. He shares, 
“I think my role in this process 
is to facilitate and make sure it 
goes smoothly as possible.”

He hopes to make the pro-
gram an exciting experience for 
everyone to enjoy. “There are a 

Back row: 2018 Presidents of the Senate Megan Wu, Alexis Bass, and Haley Whittington
Front row: 2018 Speakers of the House Kyle Madura, Andrew Prozorovsky, and Indraneel Pai

2018 Executive Director of the Lobbyists Phil Scarim

Illinois YMCA Y&G Executive Director Sean Nelson

by KIARA QUARANTA
Waubonsie Valley

and BENJAMIN SEBASTIAN
Northeast Indepdendent

Oops! My bad . . .

During Pre-Leg II at Lake 
Park, there was an election 
tie between two candidates 
for Chief Justice: Catherine 
O’Reilly, from Neuqua Valley, 
and Neal Patel, from Stevenson. 
Originally, advisors believed 
both candidates would advance 
to Springfield. Instead, accord-
ing to the state government’s 
policy, Executive Director Sean 

Nelson and Program Director 
Julie Kapsh performed a coin 
flip to break the tie. Neal Patel 
was declared the winner of the 
coin flip.

“We decided to send both of 
them down to Springfield, how-
ever that’s not how it’s actually 
done in real elections,” ex-
plained Kapsh in regards to the 
decision to move ahead with the 
coin flip. “In real elections, if 
there’s a tie there is usually a tie 
breaker; either another election, 
a coin flip, or a name is pulled 
out of a hat.”

The advisors had intended 
for the elections in Springfield 
to act as the runoff tie breaker 
election, however there was 
another candidate, Breanna 
Goyea, from Region 3 also 
running for the position of 
Chief Justice. For this reason, 
the tie had to be broken before 
anyone was able to move onto 
Springfield. 

Although he won, Patel was 

not impressed with this method 
of determining election results.  
He said of the coin flip “the 
whole notion stressed me out, 
and if anything was somewhat 

continued on page 2

continued on page 4

continued on page 3
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Back this year by popular 
demand is Youth and Gov-
ernment swag!  This year we 
have t-shirts, sweatpants, water 
bottles, and hoodies just to 
name a few!  Almost all our 
items are under $20 with some 
items as low as $2!  Swag will 

be available at the Group Regis-
tration desk on the first floor of 
the Crowne Plaza on Saturday 
night during the Fun Fest.  
Come on by and check out what 
there is for sale. Cash and credit 
cards will be accepted!

Where’s your 
YAG swag?

For the first time in Youth and 
Government history, the Gov-
ernor-elect will not have been 
chosen on Friday night, but 
instead was elected at the end 
of the previous year’s assembly. 
Trisha Prabhu, from Neuqua 

by KIARA QUARANTA
Waubonsie Valley

Governor Prabhu: All fired up and ready to go
Valley, is the first governor 
to have a year to prepare for 
assuming the role. 

“I think it gives you a really 
good opportunity at all the 
Pre-Legs to really get to know 
the people that you’re going 
to be serving, and to really get 
to know the bills” Prabhu says 
about the benefits of having 
a year to train in the role she 
takes on Friday afternoon. She 
is also looking to use this time 
to set up a better connection 
between the two sides of the 
program. 

“Legislative and judicial are 
so far removed, sometimes for 
legal reasons but sometimes 
because we don’t find avenues 
that are appropriate for us to 
communicate with each other” 
Prabhu explains. 

Being the candidate elect has 

not only benefitted Prabhu, but 
has also allowed her and the 
others in elected positions to 
develop relationships between 
each other and a game plan go-
ing into the General Assembly 
weekend. 

“Having the year has given 
me the opportunity to work 
better with our Chief Justice 
who is already Chief Justice 
elect, and is soon going to 
work in that role along with 
the Lieutenant Governor elect 
so we can find avenues that we 
can tag team and make his role 
more vital during the weekend” 
Prabhu comments regarding 
her involvement with the other 
officers. 

Together, they have been 
using the extra time they have 
been given to hopefully create 
a stronger group of leaders for 

the 69th Youth Assembly. “It’s 
just given me the opportunity 
I think to really take every 
position in the executive branch 
to another level, to really help 
elevate every legislator that’s 
worked so hard to be here this 
weekend.” 

However, all the preparation 
in the world does not mean that 
one can plan for any specific 
outcome. Prabhu stated, “I 
think every weekend brings its 
own set of challenges, there’s 
obviously going to be some hic-
cups that we don’t see coming 
as we always do.” However, 
this does not mean that she is 
any less excited for her job this 
weekend. 

“I’m really just excited and 
honored. It’s been 28 years 
since we’ve had a female gov-
ernor, so I think it will be a wel-
comed change to see a woman 
in the governor’s office.”

don’t think that’s a bad idea,” 
she begins. “It’s legal in a lot 
of other countries. If you go to 
Europe, it seems to be working 
for them.” Her friends around 
her nodded their heads in agree-
ment. “Because of that, I don’t 
understand why we wouldn’t be 
able to implement it here.”

Reid Basso, a Senator from 
Sesser-Valier and gubernatorial 
candidate, shares, “It’s a very 
interesting topic--I think there’s 

a lot of logistics that go along 
with it, and I would love to lis-
ten and speak to the bill group 
that proposed this.” Reid began. 
“I feel like if you’re old enough 
to go into the military, then 
you’re old enough to drink. But, 
like I said, there will be several 
logistics that need to be worked 
out before it’s lowered.”

Brendon DalCamton from 
Bradly-Boulbonnais, a rep-
resentative, did not approve 
of the bill. “Scientifically, the 

brain does not fully scientifi-
cally develop until twenty-five 
at the most. Also, with the age 
requirement as it is, twenty-one 
year olds are already sneaking 
alcohol to eighteen year olds, 
and the eighteen year olds will 
likely sneak alcohol to sixteen 
year olds, which could poten-
tially be dangerous.”

One of the last interviewed 
was Jarrod Knapper. “I per-
sonally think that if you’re old 
enough to apply for the military 

then you should be able to buy 
a beer, ya know? On the other 
hand, I can understand that the 
brain isn’t fully developed in 
teen students yet, also. If there’s 
anybody that has a strong 
opinion, I really want them to 
come talk to me,” he states. “I 
want them to sway me one way 
or another.

continued from page 1
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Elections for 2019 candi-
dates will be held Sunday 
from 10:00 a.m to 12:00 

p.m. Voting can be found in 
the Capitol building on the 

north hallway of the second 
floor. The winners of the 

elections will be announced 
at 2:45 p.m in the Howlett 
Auditorium, as well as be-
ing taped and uploaded to 

the Y&G website.

Don’t forget 
to vote on 
Sunday!

When talking about men-
tal health at Naperville High 
School, Junior Hailey Palubicki 
and Fatema Peshawarwala both 
believe that students should 
have access to receive a free 
mental health screening and 
diagnosis through a school 
provided psychiatrist.

Their twist on the topic is 
that the students going for this 
screening would not have to 
have parental consent if they 
are above the age of 14. 

“Due to the stigma that sur-
rounds mental health, a lot of 
kids may think that they can’t 
get the help that they need” said 
Palubicki.

Specifically talking about 

by ELA CARRANO
Carmel Catholic

Mental health accessibility for younger students
emotional disorders, Palubicki 
believes that this is a grow-
ing issue due to the fact that 
Naperville has had two suicides 
in their high schools in the past 
two years. She also has a few 
friends going through similar 
mental health issues, showing 
the growing need for getting 
students help and giving them 
an outlet. 

For some students, getting 
help for their mental health 
issues becomes a struggle if 
their parents do not support 
their decision or reject the fact 
that their child has an issue. 
With this bill, students above 
the age of 14 can have the re-
sources they may otherwise feel 
ashamed taking advantage of.

The term “fake news” has 
been used quite a bit in the last 
few years. Even our president 
thinks it is a problem. With trust 
in modern media waning, many 
are wondering how serious this 
problem is and how to fix this.

Most of the attendees at Y&G 
seem to think that fake news 
is an extremely serious issue. 
Some like Melissa Sanchez, a 
legislator from Shepherd say 
“fake news is everywhere, you 
don’t know what to trust. Such 
misinformation can lead to 
deadly consequences.” Others 
like Priyanka Lexman, a legis-
lator from Waubonsie Valley, 
said “I think fake news is a 
huge problem and I think bias is 
a big part of it.”

Many of those asked had 
ideas about how to fix this 

by BLAKE SHURTZ
Sesser-Valier

It’s everywhere! Or is it? - Fake news
problem. Those like Moses 
Reynaga, an Addison Trail 
legislator, propose that “we as 
Americans should be more and 
informed and fact check infor-
mation we receive. We should 
also stop relying on social me-
dia for our news.” Bryce Peters, 
also a legislator from Addison 
Trail, says “we should find a 
way to prevent fake news from 
being spread. On social media 
if things posted are proven false 
and are posted from untrusted 
or biased sources than they 
should be identified by that 
social media website.” 

While ideas on how to tackle 
this issue may be different, 
most agree that this is an 
issue we as Americans need to 
confront. Here at The Observ-
er our reporters are trained to 
deliver the unbiased truth to our 
readers.

CORRECTION: 2019 Guberna-
torial Candidate Alan Krolikow-
ski was incorrectly identified in 
the photo caption on page 2 of 
the Friday edition of The Ob-
server as “Alex.” The Observer 
apologizes for the error. 

lot of moving parts in the pro-
gram and using my leadership 
skills I will be able to conduct 
this well.” He feels that his 
leadership skills and his expe-
rience in the lobbyist program 
is what distinguished him from 
the other candidates.

Scarim would like to thank all 
of those who voted for him, and 
he hopes to make them proud 
and be as helpful as he can.

continued from page 1

2018 Lieutenant Governor Ryan Miller putting the fun in fundraising.
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Don’t forget to watch
Capitol News Update
Broadcasting nightly 
in your hotel room

After curfew

unfair, seeing as we should be 
presented with the opportunity 
to be elected by the people, and 
not luck.” 

Catherine O’Reilly spoke 
positively about her loss. She 
stated, “I’m not upset about the 
coin flip or the result, because 
ultimately, I feel that I cam-
paigned as hard as I could.” 
O’Reilly was not anticipating 
a win, or even a tie, “because 
of Neuqua’s sweep last year.” 
She said, “when I found out 
about the coin flip I was a little 
bummed of course, but I don’t 
think there was anything else I 
could have done to campaign 
better.”

Y&G strives to model itself 
after the Illinois government. 
Sean Nelson defended the 
policy and said, “if we start 
doing things we think are best 
rather than how they really are, 
we really are no longer a model 
state government.” 

The 2019 Pre-Leg II election 
had an interesting outcome, and 
it will be exciting to see wheth-
er the coin toss pays off in the 
following days.

continued from page 1

The Four Horsemen . . . 

2018 Major Officers celebrate their weekend after year long training

A group from the Williams-
ville delegation is aiming to 
provide free menstrual hy-
giene products to the homeless 
women of Illinois. They plan 
to fund this bill by implement-
ing an excise tax on hygiene 
products such as soap, razors, 
toothbrushes, and shaving 
cream. “The tax equals out 
to one fifth of a penny, which 
isn’t that much, but it will give 
us the funds we need to help 
provide these products for these 
women,” shares Leah Kluemke, 
a House sponsor of this bill.

Hannah Brennan, the Senate 
sponsor got the idea for this bill 
by watching a documentary on 
how New York City has dealt 
with this problem and wanted to 
implement the idea in the state 
of Illinois.

Brennan says, “Women have 
to choose between getting a 
box of tampons for their period 
or starving for a week because 
they don’t have any food. If 
they do chose to eat they have 
to find different means of fem-
inine hygiene, which can cause 

more problems in the long run.”
These problems could po-

tentially cause taxpayers more 
problems in the long run says 

co-sponsor, Zoe Horton. “In 
the long run this bill saves the 
taxpayers money, because if the 
women are using alternative 
hygiene products they can get 
infections and have to go to 
the hospital, and obviously the 
homeless women do not have a 
good form of healthcare so that 
cost will fall on to the taxpay-

er.”
The group gained a lot of sup-

port from the lobbyist program. 
Many female lobbyists stood 

up in committee to voice their 
support. Co-sponsor, Peyton 
Ray, is asking for support from 
her fellow legislators: “I think 
this bill is really important 
because the menstrual process 
for a woman is difficult as it is, 
so I cannot imagine what these 
women go through.”

Hygiene tax to help homeless
by MADIE RATLIFF

Williamsville

H-B-21 Sponsors Zoe Horton, Leah Kluemke, Hannah Brennan, and Peyton Ray from Williamsville.
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Returning delegates may not 
recognize this year’s lobbyist 
program after its extensive 
makeover. 

“Now instead of lobbying for 
a bill, you’re lobbying for an 
organization,” explains Parker 
Collins, a Waubonsie Valley 
High School lobbyist. 

Lobbyists are required to 
write a 
Lobbyist 
Agenda, a 
one page 
description 
of an orga-
nization of 
their choice, 
explaining 
the orga-
nization’s 
position on 
certain issues 
and what 
types of bills 
they would 
be in favor 
of. 

How the 
lobbyists 
operate in Springfield will 
also differ from the past years. 
Instead of speaking on a single 
bill, they will now advocate for 

any bill that aligns with their 
organization’s policies. In addi-
tion, the path to Most Effective 
Lobbyist is no longer based on 
a vote in committee, but instead 
determined by a points system: 
lobbyists earn points for com-
pleting certain tasks.

“It’s more similar to attor-
neys, because we are each 
competing against each other,” 
Collins says. “You get a certain 

by KIARA QUARANTA
Waubonsie Valley

amount of points for a certain 
amount of things, for example 
if you were to create a special 
committee bill that would be a 
certain amount of points, or if 
you were to testify orally in a 
committee session”. 

The process of selecting or-
ganizations was not simple for 
the lobbyists. Ester Lee from 
Neuqua Valley High School 
explains that first the lobbyist 

found topics they’re passionate 
about, “then within those indi-
vidual topics we went through a 
list of organizations and found 
some that we might want to 
lobby for at Springfield... we 
researched those organizations, 
and looked into what we would 
like to try to represent”. 

The new system aims to get 
more lobbyists involved than 
they have been in past years. 
Their role has been modified to 
more accurately reflect the true 
lobbying process, and drastical-

ly increase 
the partic-
ipation of 
lobbyists 
since they 
are no 
longer tied 
down to a 
single bill. 
Over the 
weekend 
this transi-
tion will be 
in a process 
of trial and 
error to 
determine 
what works 
and if it 
truly does 
give the 

lobbyists a chance to be more 
hands on in Y&G.

New changes to an old program

The 2018 Assistant Director of the Lobbyists, a new position this year added due to program changes.

Lobbyists attending a Luncheon with a Lobbyist on Friday afternoon. Professional lobbyist Liz Brown-Reeves 
participated in a Q&A and training session moderated by Board of Directors member Anne Schaeffer. 
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Editorial: Walkouts - only the beginning

MADIE RATLIFF, Co-Editor
Williamsville

by ELISE FULMER and PIPER PETRUCK
Lake Park

The word clout is defined as 
political or business power, and 
or presence. But with 2018’s 
youth, it has become a viral 
sensation and meme. Y&G 
members shared their own 
definitions of “clout.” 

Despite the apparent popu-
larity of “clout”, a majority of 
members who were interviewed 
didn’t actually know what 
“clout” was. Some interview-
ees had never even heard of it 
before. 

A memorable interview from 
a Williamsville High School 
member stated, “...I’ve seen 
that around, and I honestly 
have no idea what it means. I 
just know that they have clout 
goggles.”

A small portion of those 
interviewed, however, gave 

some colorful answers. Brendan 
DalCanton, from Bradley-Bour-
bonnais Community High, 
stated, ”So for me, clout is ba-
sically, like, a word that means 
popularity. So if someone has 
clout, I think that they’re really 
just people that think they’re 
cool, but that’s just my opinion 
on it.” 

Avery Allen of Williamsville 
High School, said, “I guess it’s 
just how cool you are, like...
how many followers you have.”

An individual from Lake Park 
High School, Quinn Fulmer, 
said, ”Clout is probably the 
most important thing you could 
have. If you don’t got clout, 
you don’t got a life.” 

Thanks to this eye opening 
survey, the YOGO press has 
learned one thing; some memes 
aren’t as viral as we thought.

Clout: more than just goggles

The gun debate is one that has 
been deeply divided in Amer-
ica for years, but as shootings 
are increasing in number and 
laws remain unchanged, many 
people are starting to speak up. 
On Wednesday March 14, tens 
of thousands of students across 
the country walked out of their 
classes in a student-led protest 
for 17 minutes to call attention 

to gun control and to honor stu-
dents that have lost their lives 
to gun violence. 

Coming from a conservative 
town, I heard many judge-
ments about the protest. Many 
people said that it would “not 
be effective,” that gun control 
is “not the answer,” and that 
“kids these days need to stop 
whining and grow up.” But I, 
as a participant of the walkout, 
can honestly say that it was 
extremely effective. After the 
walkout I had many conversa-
tions with classmates about gun 
control; although we did not al-
ways agree on a solution, it got 
us talking about the problem. 

I am aware that we will not 
stop gun violence with a 17 

minute long protest, but on 
March 14 students took the first 
step in recognizing that there 
is a problem. And now it is 
time to use our voices to enact 
change. 

The real challenge will be in 
the upcoming weeks. While 
the emotions are still fresh in 
everyone’s mind, we as students 
need to take it upon ourselves 
to contact our representatives 
and ask them to help us make a 
positive change. We can be the 
difference we wish to see by 
getting involved in government 
and demanding change. 

While many of the students 
that participated are too young 
to vote, myself included, this 
protest gives us a voice. We 

gained the attention of our law-
makers and will continue to do 
so. And to the participants who 
are able to vote, do it! Your vote 
matters; so march to the polls 
and make yourself heard. 

During this final weekend I 
hope that we all realize how 
important being involved in 
your government can be, and 
that we appreciate this won-
derful experience we get to 
share learning how to make the 
changes we wish to see. Even 
after the weekend ends, we can 
continue to fight for what we 
believe in by writing to our rep-
resentatives and participating in 
elections that will be crucial to 
the future of our America.

Without a doubt, doubt, doubt, Y&G has clout.


