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Youth And Giving: First Annual Student-Run
Fundraiser led by Lt. Governor

sticker for donations less than
$5, or an American flag lanyard
for donations more than $5.
“This club has helped us to
be ourselves... It is our duty to
repay that,” says 2018 Youth
Lieutenant Governor Ryan
Raffle prizes include a ukelele, similar to the one
pictured above
Miller. “And now we have that
For too long there has been no chance.”
“Youth and Giving is a fantasway to give a little love to the
tic
initiative” says Youth Goverclub in which so many people
nor
Trisha Prabhu. “When you
have learned so much about
give,
you’re saying that youth
their own potential. That is why
civic
engagement
matters - that
this year, 2018, the Youth LieuYAG
matters.”
tenant Governor, Ryan Miller,
Any parties interested in
has spearheaded a brand-new
being
a part of the fundraising
fundraiser to help give back to
campaign
can contact Lt. Gov.
the organization.
Ryan
Miller
at ryanmillerHQ@
There are two ways to donate
gmail.com
to the fundraiser. One is by buyOpportunities to donate will
ing raffle tickets for the chance
be
available during most of the
to win one or more of an array
major
weekend events such as
of prizes, including Amazon
campaign
sessions, meals, as
gift cards, a ukulele, and a JBL
well
as
at
Stratton
during meals.
portable waterproof speaker.
All
proceeds
will
go
to benefitThe second way is to give a
ing
the
Youth
&
Government
simple donation and receive a
program for years to come.
Youth & Government laptop

Enjoy this picture? Won’t look like this again until Monday morning.

More integrity problems at the Capitol

Due to structural problems,
the House Gallery is closed to
public access during the 2018
Springfield Assembly. There
will be construction scaffolding outside of the House of
Representatives
chamber doors on the
3rd floor and the 4th
floor access to the
by MELISSA RYAN
House Gallery will
Lake Park
Currently athletes who rebe cordoned off. The
ceive a concussion must pass a staircase that is next
The Wheaton Warrenville
concussion test before returning to the House of RepSouth delegation proposed a
to their sport.
bill to require baseline conresentatives going up
Elizabeth Nordmark, the
cussion tests for all Illinois
will also be closed.
students before participating in Senate Sponsor, highlighted
Legislative observation will
high school sports. The baseline that getting tested before parbe limited to the Senate Gallery
ticipating in sports is essential
would occur after tryouts are
on the north side of the 4th
completed, but before the first
continued on page 5
floor. As seating is limited in
day of practice.

Baseline concussion testing needed
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the Senate Gallery, please be
mindful of your time in that
area so that others may have
a chance to view debate. As
always, the use of cell phones
and electronic devices is strictly
prohibited in the
gallery. Use of these
devices will result in
you being asked to
leave the gallery.
Rooms on the 4th
floor that are still
in use by Youth &
Government (including committee rooms and the
newspaper press headquarters)
will remain accessible via elevator and the staircase near the
Senate Chambers.

Tired of carrying this around?
Find it online here:
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Meet the 2019 Candidates - Election on Sunday
2019 Governor
Reid Basso

Logan Graham

Reid Basso, a Sesser-Valler
High School delegate, is only in
his second year in Y&G. He fell
in love with the program last
year and decided to turn that
passion into something bigger
this year.
“Last year I got elected to
be the Sergeant of Arms, so in
my first year I got to be on the
House floor and that was really
cool for me. Then I decided
why not take on Governor?”
Basso explained.
Region 1 tends to dominate
the gubernatorial election and
Basso, coming from Region
3, hopes to be an exception
to the legacy. He wants delegates from all regions to feel
welcome in his office if he’s
elected.
“I’m willing to make committees on different ideas if there’s
issues or things there’s a lot of
different opinions on things. I
look to make bill groups and
have them come talk to me
about future bills,” said Basso.
Basso wants to be a friend for
the common delegate and make
sure that everyone’s ideas get
heard while at the Springfield
Assembly.
“I just want all these different
opinions to get heard and make
them feel as comfortable as I
can.”

Logan Graham of Wheaton
Warrenville South is the gubernatorial candidate from Region
1, and has been running on a
clear message since Pre-Leg 1:
stopping what he refers to as
“school tribalism” amongst the
larger delegations.
“There are a few schools that
have a majority of influence
over Youth and Government,
in terms of elections, and other
things,” explained Graham.
“The idea of school tribalism,
not just in voting but in terms
of passing bills, etcetera, is that

lot of things that people want
to change, lots of things that I
thought, as governor, I could fix
and use to make the program
better. So I decided I would run
for governor, and now I am.”
To him, a large amount of
this discontent came from the
lobbyists. With the drastic
changes to the lobbyist program
this year, Graham would turn
his focus to helping them make
the transition as smooth as
possible, expressing that, “...a
governor that has them in mind
and is willing to help them
with this transition is extremely
important.”
In Springfield, Graham is

Alan Krolikowski

Alan Krolikowski, the “Pole
with a Goal,” of the Shepard
High School delegation is
running to be the 2019 Governor. Krolikowski shares, “I
wanted to run for office, you
know, I always dreamed of
becoming someone bigger,
someone above because some
people usually want to just stay
who they are and don’t want to
do anything big, but that is the
complete opposite of me.”
Krolikowski believes that he
is a strong leader, and that is
what will set him above the other candidates. He says, “A lot
my friends if there’s someone
who is willing to step up and
lead, that’s me.”
As governor, Krolikowski
wants to make sure every bill
gets the time it deserves, “I
don’t want people to say ‘my
bill didn’t make it because there
wasn’t enough time.’”
Krolikowski shares, “When
it comes to campaigning, last
year I saw how much money
was put into campaigning, but
I didn’t want to put in a lot of
2019 Governor candidates Logan Graham, Alan Krolikowski, Reid Basso
money.” He observed last year
that, “Bernie Wang had simple
hoping his message of uniting
somebody goes and gives a
computer paper, a trifold, he
those who feel without a voice didn’t do too much, he went
speech to try and get a position, everybody in their school will gain him the votes needaround talking with people and
ed to secure the role of Youth
cheers, nobody else does,
he became our Secretary of
Governor for the 2019 General State.”
nobody else votes for them,
Assembly.
people in their schools vote
Krolikowski also wants to
Graham feels strongly that a
for their candidates from their
share a message to the readers
candidate from a “small school” as they continue through the
school, and that’s it.”
His decision to run for gover- would fix the lack of repreweekend: “Don’t be afraid of
nor comes from his experiences sentation he believes is within
who you are.”
the program: “I think allowing
last year in Y&G, when he
candidates who aren’t backed
served as a member of video
by this massive school will give
press. Graham reflects on how
during his free time he was able people, will at least give the
to talk to many different people candidates, a larger perspective
and learn more about their feel- and enable them to pass bills
that reflect a larger amount of
ings regarding the program.
the Illinois community.”
“I found lots of discontentment. I found lots of things
that people were upset with,
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Meet the 2019 Candidates - Election on Sunday
2019 Chief Justice
Breanna Goyea

Neal Patel

Breanna Goyea of the Gateway YMCA region is running
for Chief Justice of Supreme
Court. She shares, “I really
liked the judicial program,
and I had a lot of fun being an
attorney last year; so this year
my adviser suggested that I run
for chief justice.”
“I think I’m able to work with
others well, and even though
I’m shy, I’m able to step out of
my comfort zone to talk with
new people and see how to
better change the judicial program and how to make this the
best experience for everyone,”
Goyea says.
Goyea has big plans if she
wins the election, “Sometimes
it feels like the judicial side and
the legislative side and even
the press are three different
sections, and I know last year
when I was here the judicial
program didn’t really interact
with legislators as much, and
I would like to change that a
little bit if I’m elected as chief
justice.” Goyea then went on
to say, “I would like to talk to
the advisers first to organize
each side and see how we can
integrate them more. I was
considering maybe during
the weekend having attorneys
working with legislators on
bills on the constitutional side
of them. Kind of like judicial
review but on a smaller scale.”
When asked if there was anything Goyea wants the readers
of The Observer to take away
from her campaign, she says, “I
would like them to remember
that I am willing to work with
and for everyone, and that I’m
willing to take into everyone’s
opinion into account and want
to hear everyone’s opinion.”

Neal Patel, a delegate
from Stevenson High
School, is running for
Chief Justice. Coming from
a smaller delegation, he
aims to end the legacy of
larger delegations dominating the elections.
“Every year we see big
schools go and take office, time
after time, and ultimately that
just leaves the smaller schools
compromised,” Patel explains.
“I thought, let me go up there
not just for Stevenson but for
all the small schools.”
The larger delegations have
not only dominated elected
positions, but also dominate in
receiving bill flow priority. Bill
flow doesn’t have a great track
record for efficiency, and many
people tend to find that priority
assignment is influenced by
delegation loyalty.
“I’ve been looking out for
everyone, not just big delegations, not just more popular
bills,” Patel elaborated. “I want
to guarantee that bill flow is fair
and just for all people. I have
confidence in the fact that I will
be able to oversee bill flow in
the most equal way.”
Patel relies on his passion and
drive to carry him through this
election.
“I want people to know that
I’m here to listen and I care. I
won’t be campaigning just waving posters around and playing
music, cheap stuff like that.
I’m going to be going around
talking to people and listening
to what they have to say.”

2019 Chief Justice candidates Neal Patel and Breanna Goyea

Elections for 2019
candidates will be
held Sunday from
10:00 a.m to 12:00
p.m. Voting can be
found in the Capitol
building on the north
hallway of the second
floor. The winners of
the elections will be
announced at 2:45
p.m in the Howlett
Auditorium, as well
as being taped and
uploaded to the Y&G
website.

Candidates, 2018 Officers, and committee chairs training in Springfield on Thursday.
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Meet the 2019 Candidates - Election on Sunday
2019 Lt. Governor

Anuva Shandilya

Elijah Gunter
Eli Gunter is running for
Lieutenant Governor of 2019
alongside his best friend Reid
Basso, a 2019 candidate for
Governor. This duo hails from
Sesser-Valier High School, and
couldn’t be more excited to be
running mates.
Basso throws all of his
support behind Gunter by
saying, “He is a great candidate for Lieutenant Governor,
and I think he’ll do a great job
making sure everything runs
smoothly in Springfield.”
When Gunter and Reid
decided to run together, they
were a bit wary of how things
would turn out. Basso says “It
was kind of a last second thing
that we were gonna do this in
the first place because we were
debating whether we should or
not. We thought it would be a
good idea if we did...we were

YAG Gear Here
Back this year by popular demand is Youth and
Government swag! This
year we have t-shirts,
sweatpants, water bottles,
and hoodies just to name
a few! Almost all our
items are under $20 with
some items as low as $2!
Swag will be available at
the Group Registration
desk on the first floor
of the Crowne Plaza on
both Friday and Saturday
night during our evening
events. Come on by and
check out what there is
for sale. Cash and credit
cards will be accepted!
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Anuva Shandilya, a legislator
and experienced lobbyist for
Neuqua Valley High School,
hopes to change the stereotype
Lieutenant Governor gets as
being lackadaisical.
“There is a lot to be done with
this position and it hasn’t been
utilized yet,” explains Shandilya. She is eager to be a mentor
for first year members, help
lobbyists in special committees,
and critique bills. Additionally,
2019 Lieutenant Governor candidates Anuva Shandilya and Elijah Gunter
she plans to be an outlet for
members who may not possess
gonna do it together.”
having fun and making memo- a platform to voice their great
Gunter shares, “I wanted to
ries at the final weekend.”
ideas.
step out of my comfort zone.”
He also says to make sure you
Outside of Youth and GovernGunter plans to make sure
check out their Twitter account ment, Shandilya runs track and
everything runs smoothly in
@Elireid_yg to follow their
field, is a member of Business
Springfield and to be there if
campaign updates.
Professionals of America
any problems should arise. “I’m
and holds the co-presidential
a very talkative person if you
position of her school’s Gayhave any questions, just want to
Straight Alliance Club.
talk, or if you’re having a bad
When asked how Youth and
day, you can come talk to me,”
Government factors into her fuhe says. “I look forward to
ture plans, Shandilya responded
with, “I am very interested in
government, I think that government allows people to have
a voice and I’m very passionate
about being the voice of the
people.”
As a freshman, she founded
her own non profit, Chance for
Sports. They donate gently used
sports equipment to underprivileged children. So far they have
collected over 2,400 pieces of
equipment which are donated
not only in the United States
but to Zambia, Haiti and Mexico as well.
Her work to help those around
her is what she feels makes her
a viable candidate for the position of Lieutenant Government.

Just one of the many swag items for sale this year, this hoodie tells
it like it is.
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Meet the 2019 Candidates - Election on Sunday
2019 Secretary of State Sarah Abraham

2019 Secretary of State candidate Sarah Abraham

Sarah Abraham says that she
wanted to run for Secretary of
State 2019 so that she could
represent her school.
The presumptive SOS-elect
says that, once she is in office,
she hopes “to make sure that
everyone gets a fair amount of
time to share their bill and to
get good feedback so their bill
can become a law.” Abraham
stated that “I am interested in
politics and law so I see YAG
as an opportunity to get as
much experience as possible”
and also disclosed, “I play the
ukulele, I like yoga and I have a
lifestyle blog”.”

Abraham was in bill flow
last year, and she was inspired
to help improve some of the
problems that she saw so that it
can run more smoothly. When
asked whether she thinks that
her new role would be challenging, Abraham said “yes,
but I feel that my previous
experiences in YAG will help
me and I am always up for a
challenge.”
Sarah Abraham feels very
thankful to her whole delegation, who gave her support, and
to her sister, who helped with
with her campaign.

Don’t forget to watch
Capitol News Update
Broadcasting nightly
in your hotel room
After curfew

Free fees?

Illinois schools,” said Senate
Sponsor Doug Nuttall.
“Everyone in our bill group is
by ANDREA COLANTONIO
a senior so we’re all applying to
Lake Park
colleges both in-state and outThe Wheaton Warrenville
of-state,” said House Sponsor
South delegation proposed a
Kendall Reid.
bill that will remove application
“We’ve noticed that as you
fees for public colleges and
apply to more schools the appliuniversities for Illinois residents cation fees definitely add up to
attending Illinois schools.
a hefty price,” Reid said.
“When you apply to college
After you’re accepted to a
you have to pay an application college or university, the price
fee of around $70 for in-state
of attending is incredibly high.

Illinois public universities, like
the University of Illinois, are
known for having high in-state
tuition that deters students from
applying there.
According to the bill brief: “...
it is an incentive for Illinois students to apply to more in-state
schools.”
This will not affect applicants
from outside of Illinois, who
will still be required to pay an
application fee.
“Funding will be up to each

5
continued from page 1

because “one of the most
dangerous consequences [of a
concussion] is Second Impact
Syndrome, which can result in
brain swelling or brain bleeds”.
Second Impact Syndrome is
caused by a second concussion occurring prior to the first
concussion healing. Not only
can it lead to brain swelling
or bleeding, it can also cause
Chronic Traumatic Encephalopathy, which causes dementia
like symptoms that can last
many years after the concussions occured.
This bill will create a safer
environment for high school
athletes, even those participating in ‘non-contact’ sports.
While Nordmark has never had
a concussion she has known
girls on her track team who
have and were not given a
baseline concussion test prior to
participation.
“I think this bill is really
important because it will effect
a lot of Illinois high school students,” said Nordmark. “If you
show students their baseline,
and the test it is clear proof that
they have a concussion and
need to take time off to heal.”
Having a baseline test prior to
receiving a concussion makes it
much easier for athletic trainers
to identify when students are
(or are not) experiencing the
symptoms of a concussion.

individual university, but the
school’s will most likely raise
tuition for out-of-state residents,” said Nuttall. “Schools
might also raise the fee for the
enrollment deposit for Illinois
residents once they’re accepted
to the university, or try to do
something sneaky like that.”
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Editorial: Times, they are a changin’ . . .

ANDREA COLANTONIO, Co-Editor
Lake Park

As high school starts winding
down, everyone has started
asking me the same question:
what do you want to be when
you’re older?
Alive.
In light of the recent shoot-

ing in Parkland, Florida, panic
has swept through classrooms
across the country again. From
Columbine to Sandy Hook to
Stoneman-Douglas, American
students and educators have
been conditioned to fear what
may happen each day they step
foot into a school.
School shootings have
plagued our country for nearly
two decades. In 2018 alone
we’ve experienced 18 shootings, not to mention countless
threats. Shooter drills have
became protocol just like protection from natural disasters.
No student in this program has

been a part of the school system
that didn’t have to fight this
disease.
It’s a sad reality and nobody
realizes the severity until it
happens close to them. For the
most part, we’ve been desensitized. Tragedy strikes but it
doesn’t hit us close to home, so
we make sure we post our apologies on social media—that’s
about it. After a few months
the ‘thoughts and prayers’ only
come around on anniversaries.
But thoughts and prayers don’t
stop bullets.
Right now we all have the
chance to make a change.
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Those working in Washington
D.C. have failed us thus far in
providing stricter gun control
laws to limit the number of
these tragedies.
If there’s one thing we as
teenagers are amazing at, it’s
getting what we want.
Each one of us has a voice,
and maybe it doesn’t make a
difference when we speak out
individually, but together we
could provide the impetus for
true change regarding gun control in America.

Please, please, please save the bees, bees, bees
On average, 930 million bees
die every year. “Bees are dying
The Stevenson High School
in droves, there’s mass colony
Delegation proposed a bill to
death and it is unexplained why.
protect bees from pesticides to But the more you look into it,
improve Illinois’ agricultural
it’s attributed to pesticides and
economy.
other chemical additives used
Bees transfer pollen and seeds on crops,” says Josephson.
from one flower to another,
Neonicotinoid-based pestifertilizing the plant so it can
cides are an estimated 6000
grow and produce food. Withtimes deadlier than the more
out bees to spread seeds, many prevalently used DDT. Banplants-including food cropsning the use of neonicotinoid
would die off. This would lead pesticides will eliminate the
to a depletion in the variety and principal cause of bee populaquantity of produce available
tion collapse in Illinois.
for consumer consumption.
Having a sufficient amount
House Sponsor Michael
of bees would lead to a more
Josephson addresses this
abundant stock of crops. This
hypothetical situation, “When
could improve the state’s agriI go into a grocery store and I
cultural sales and aid in the resee all of the produce that we’re duction of debt. The survival of
very lucky to have, to imagine
bees is essential for the function
that slipping away would be
of our day-to-day lives.
horrible.”
by GRACE MANCUSO
Wheaton North

The Observer, which is distributed free of charge
to Illinois YMCA Y&G participants, is published three
times annually. Please send letters to the editors to
the press room in the Crowne Plaza lobby or Capitol
Room 402A on Saturday and Sunday. The advisors/
editors reserve the right to edit the letters for considerations of brevity, clarity, and tastefulness.
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